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SUBJECT:  SR-166 TASK FORCE MEETING MINUTES FOR MAY 6, 2009
On May 6, 2009, the SR-166 Task Force held a meeting at the Community Development Department in the City of Santa Maria.  Those in attendance were:

Lieutenant Matt Olson


California Highway Patrol, Santa Maria Area

Courtney Kienow



Office of Assemblyman Sam Blakeslee 

Officer Gus Lopez



California Highway Patrol, Santa Maria Area

Lieutenant George Gingras


Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Department

Amy Donatello



Caltrans

David Beard




Caltrans

Frank Flores




Caltrans

Kevin Duffy




Santa Barbara County District Attorney’s Office

Chief Jack Owen



Guadalupe Fire Department

Mayor Lupe Alvarez



City of Guadalupe 
Councilmember Mike Cordero

City of Santa Maria 

Fred Luna




SBCAG

1. Introductions

· The meeting began with Lieutenant Olson welcoming everyone in attendance and thanking them for their presence.  All members introduced themselves.
2. Old Business
· The Yotocoyote Festival is a “no go” for 2009.  The organizers have possibly found a different ranch site near Cuyama to host the event for 2010.  It is estimated up to 50,000 could attend the 3 day event. 

Action Items

· A press conference was held on February 13, 2009, at the City of Santa Maria’s Emergency Operations Center.  The task force informed the media of the recent SR-166 roadway enhancements, current collision statistics, enforcement efforts, and public education campaigns to encourage safe driving.  As a result of these combined efforts, collisions, injuries and deaths declined substantially in 2008.  The Santa Maria Times published article the following day was very positive.
· Changeable Message Sign board message list and deployment schedule – Lt Olson will complete and disseminate to Caltrans.
3.  Subcommittee Report

· Updates on Outreach to Promote Safety on SR-166: 

· Radio PSA spots will run again for the upcoming Memorial Day weekend

· TV commercials went on the air in late November and ran through 
January 15, 2009.  They will be rerun near the Memorial Day weekend, including Spanish radio and TV.
· Continuing messages of “slowing down” and the availability of SR-166 rack cards to the public at various locations on the Central Coast.
· Enforcement: CHP Farm Labor Vehicle Officers have stepped up enforcement particularly in regard to equipment violations on the west side of SR-166.  The goal is to reduce accidents involving trucks.

· CMS Sign deployments and future scheduled before next meeting:

· Cuyama Car and Motorcycle shows on April 18th and May 2nd, 2009   

· Memorial Day weekend 
· Elk’s Rodeo (June 4th – 7th) 

· July 4th holiday weekend

· Santa Barbara County Fair (July 15th – 19th)
· Labor Day weekend
4. New Business
· New Traffic Signal proposal for SR-166 at Black Rd.: 
Caltrans held a meeting at the Public Works office on March 11, 2009.  Citizens requested a traffic signal at this location.  At certain times during the day, northbound traffic on Black Road backs up while waiting to turn west onto SR-166.  David Beard (Caltrans) met with farmers and property owners regarding this and there appears to be a congestion relief justification for a signal at this intersection.  The signalization proposal is now under evaluation.
· $3 million has been set aside from Measure A funds to be used for safety improvements anywhere on SR-166.
5.  Caltrans Report

· Amy Donatello:
· The 15 mile Cuyama area road rehabilitation project has been completed 
· The Russell Avenue traffic light goes to bid in 3 – 4 months.  The design is complete and the project should take 6 – 7 months to complete.  SHOPP funds will pay for this.
· A nearly 7-mile center line Rumble Strip on SR-166 (between PM 25.5 and 31.9) will be under construction in 2010 or sooner.  
Note: This is through the same location as the fatal collision on March 6, 2009.
· The Gifford Creek curve realignment project has a possible archeological site nearby which needs to be studied.  The project is currently planned for construction in 2012.
· David Beard:  

· The roadside ditches relocation project on west SR-166: Drainage ditches are to be moved back 30 feet off the roadway.  This is part of the Clean Up Roadway Environment (CURE) to reduce severity of “run off road” collisions.  The ditches will be wider and farther from the roadway, and will not be as steep as current ditches.  One segment (from Black Road to Bonita School Road) is slated to begin in approximately 2 yrs.  Funding will be from SHOPP.
· Widening of SR-166 between Santa Maria and Guadalupe is a STIP project.  

Two Options:
· 4 lanes (2 westbound, 2 eastbound)

· 2 lanes with a two way turn lane center median
(Although this project is being looked at, it could be decades away.  There is no funding)
· There are initial studies for five (5) passing lanes on SR-166 east.  This is a STIP project through SBCAG.  It is in the evaluation phase to determine what measures to take.
6. CHP Report

· Matt Olson provided the following collision statistics for SR-166:
· Total Collisions: 



#Persons Injured:
Year 2006 – 109


Year 2006 - 64
2007 – 125
2007 - 52

2008 – 78
2008 - 36
2009 – 19 (year-to-date)
2009 – 13 (year-to-date)
· Fatal Collisions:


Property Damage Collsions:
2006 – 8
2006 - 66
2007 – 4
2007 - 94
2008 – 1
2008 - 53
2009 – 2 (year-to-date)
2009 – 10 (year-to-date)
· # Persons Killed:


DUI Primary Collision Factor (PCF)
2006 – 11
2006 - 13
2007 – 4
2007 - 5
2008 – 1
2008 - 6
2009 – 3 (year-to-date)
2009 – 4 (year-to-date)


· Injury Collisions:
2006 – 35

2007 – 27

2008 – 24

2009 – 7 (year-to-date)
· There have been two Fatal Collisions in 2009 Year To Date
· February 21 – one killed (SR166 west of Johnson) riding a mini-bike at night on wrong side of road with no lights
· March 6 – 2 killed (SR-166 east of Milepost 29): Unsafe attempt to pass two big rigs
· Lt. Olson wrote letter to the editor to Santa Maria Times in response to a letter in the editorial section complaining of lack of enforcement on SR-166.  He passed around a copy for everyone to read. 
· He discussed Posted Turn Outs.  CHP would like to have some added as they are an inexpensive alternative to passing lanes.  Caltrans approval and construction takes approximately 6 months to complete; however, these projects must compete for the same small pot of dollars as many other small projects.
· Some grant monies will be coming in October to help CHP augment enforcement, but it is unknown at this time how much money. 
7. Roundtable

· Gus Lopez: He was present at the recent Cuyama Car Show.  The CMS board was deployed on the highway and there no traffic issues.
· Jack Owen: The SR-166 roadway is 1000 times better with the improvements that have been made over the last few years
· Mike Cordero: Both sides of SR-166 are much safer now due to the various roadway improvements that have been made as well as the increased enforcement.
· Kevin Duffy:  The biggest issue on SR-166 is bad driving, not the roadway itself.  He feels everything is currently being done to make the roadway safer.
· Courtney Kienow: The letter to the editor the citizen wrote about SR-166 was a “cheap shot”.  The writer could have contacted the CHP office if there were any concerns.
· Frank Flores: He was at the 6 vehicle fatal scene on March 6th for 27 hours.  It was a totally preventable accident.
8. Next Meeting Date and Time

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 9, 2009 at 1330 hours.  Final confirmation of the location of the next meeting will be forthcoming.



Safety, Service, and Security

